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An International Education
leading to the [B Diploma:
A Passport to the World

The International Program for 5th grade at Dallas International School prepares students to
compete and thrive in today’s global community, culminating in a prestigious International
Baccalaureate (IB) diploma at the end of 12th grade.

Dallas International School's 5th grade program provides a world-class preparation for
middle school and beyond. Students consistently demonstrate critical thinking and
research skills needed to excel in their studies, and they tend to enroll in the world’s best
institutions. Students enrolled in our 5th grade program are well prepared to handle the
rigors of the IB Middle Years and Diploma Program courses in secondary school.

High-scoring results in IB courses are viewed positively by college admissions
departments. Moreover, the IB Diploma Program is one of the most academically

challenging high school programs in the world, as it encompasses both high-level coursework
and extra projects such as community service.

ul
2\ | /4




7 1\
]

IB courses are recognized by nearly all universities, with students receiving college-level
credits from more than 1,600 institutions in the United States. How IB courses translate to
college credits varies from one university to another. Some may provide a certain amount
of college credit for the overall IB Diploma, while others provide subject-specific credits for
high-scoring results in individual courses.

Students that graduate with an IB Diploma from Dallas International School receive an
international education through our multilingual programs, exposure to different cultures
and perspectives through our Global Citizenship and Leadership program, an opportunity to
study abroad through the Global Exchange Program, and international travel on class trips. Our
graduates attend colleges in the United States, Canada, and throughout Europe. They are true
global citizens who are prepared to contribute to the advancement of humanity.

Globally Inspired.
Distinctly Different.



o5th Grade International Program

Dallas International School's International Program begins in 5th grade and is a
stepping stone for the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program beginning
in middle school. This culminating year of elementary school is aligned with the
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and is designed to support students’
socioemotional growth while providing them with opportunities to engage in an
academically ambitious program.

English Language and Literature

This course examines the interconnected nature of listening, speaking, reading,
writing, and thinking through the seven integrated strands of: foundational

language sKkills; comprehension; response; multiple genres; author's purpose and
craft; composition; and inquiry and research. These strands focus on academic

oracy (i.e., proficiency in oral expression and comprehension), authentic reading, and
reflective writing. They are integrated and progressive with students continuing to
develop knowledge and skills with increased complexity and nuance in order to think
critically and adapt to the ever-evolving nature of language and literacy.

Language Acquisition

Students have the option of building on engaging in language acquisition in
French, Mandarin, or Spanish. Students will focus on three types of skills: productive
(speaking and writing); receptive (listening and reading); and interactive. The
primary goal of language acquisition courses is to prepare students to engage in
real-world situations through authentic use of the target language. Students with
advanced language skills will be able to pursue language studies at higher levels
through differentiated language acquisition courses in the IB programs.

Integrated Social Studies

In 5th grade, the integrated social studies course focuses on the history of the United
States from the 16th century to the present. Using both primary and secondary
sources, students use critical-thinking skills to sequence, categorize, and summarize
information and to draw inferences and conclusions. Through an integrated
approach, students engage in social studies through the following lenses: history,
geography, economics, government, civics, culture, and society.

Mathematics

The primary focus areas in 5th grade are solving problems involving all four
operations with positive rational numbers, determining and generating formulas
and solutions to expressions, and extending measurement to area and volume. These
areas are supported throughout the mathematical strands of: number and operations;
algebraic reasoning; geometry and measurement; and data analysis.



Integrated Sciences

In 5th grade, scientific investigations are used to learn about the natural world.
Students should understand that certain types of questions can be answered by
investigations and that methods, models, and conclusions built from these
investigations change as new observations are made. Models of objects and events
are tools for understanding the natural world and can show how systems work. They
have limitations and based on new discoveries are constantly being modified to more
closely reflect the natural world. Through an integrated approach to the sciences,
students study: the physical environment (e.g., properties of matter, density,

thermal energy, etc.); the natural environment (e.g., the Earth's surface, weather
patterns, renewable resources, etc.); and the living environment (e.qg., structures of
organismes, traits, behaviors, etc.).

Fine Arts

The fine arts incorporate the study of music, theatre, and the visual arts to offer
unique experiences and empower students to explore realities, relationships, and
ideas. These disciplines engage and motivate all students through active learning,
critical thinking, and innovative problem solving. The fine arts develop cognitive
functioning and increase student academic achievement, higher-order thinking,
communication, and collaboration skills, making the fine arts applicable to college
readiness, career opportunities, workplace environments, social skills, and everyday
life. Students develop aesthetic and cultural awareness through exploration, leading to
creative expression. Creativity, encouraged through the study of the fine arts, is
essential to nurture and develop the whole child. Four basic strands—observation and
perception; creative expression; historical and cultural relevance; and critical
evaluation and response—provide broad, unifying structures for organizing the
knowledge and skills students are expected to acquire.

Physical and Health Education

In physical education, students acquire the knowledge and skills for movement that
provide the foundation for enjoyment, continued social development through
physical activity, and access to a physically-active lifestyle. Students exhibit a
physically-active lifestyle and understand the relationship between physical activity
and health throughout the lifespan. In health education, students acquire the health
information and skills necessary to become healthy adults and learn about
behaviors in which they should and should not participate. To achieve that goal,
students will understand the following: personal behaviors can increase or reduce
health risks throughout the lifespan; health is influenced by a variety of factors;
students can recognize and utilize health information and products; and personal/
interpersonal skills are needed to promote individual, family, and community health.



IB Mission Statement

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring
young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through inter-
cultural understanding and respect. To this end, the organization works with schools,
governments, and international organizations to develop challenging programs of
international education and rigorous assessment. These programs encourage students
across the world to become active, compassionate, and lifelong learners who understand
that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

An International Education
Below are some of the main tenets of our program.

* Afocuses on learners: a student-centered program that ¢ Learning within global contexts: increase understanding
promotes healthy relationships, ethical responsibility, of languages and cultures, and explore globally
and critical thinking. significant ideas and issues.

« Effective approaches to teaching and learning: support ¢ Exploration of significant content: a curriculum that is
students in developing the attitudes and skills they need broad and balanced, conceptual and connected.

for both academic and personal success.




1B Learner Profile

The aim of the IB Diploma Program is to develop internationally-minded people
who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet,
help to create a better and more peaceful world. The IB Learner Profile represents
ten attributes valued by IB World Schools such as DIS. We believe these attributes,
and others like them, can help individuals and groups become responsible
members of local, national, and global communities.




Overview of the IB

Middle Years Program

The Middle Years Programme: Preparing students to be successful
in school and to be active, lifelong learners

The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program (MYP) is designed for students
aged 11 to 16. At DIS, the MYP begins in 6th grade and culminates in 10th grade. It
provides a framework of learning that encourages students to become creative,
critical, and reflective thinkers. The MYP emphasizes intellectual challenge,
encouraging students to make connections between their studies in traditional
subjects and the real world. It fosters the development of skills for communication,
intercultural understanding, and global engagement—essential qualities for young
people who are becoming global leaders. It prepares students to meet the academic
challenges of the IB Diploma Programme (DP) and the IB Career-related

Programme (CP).




The IB Middle Years Program

First launched in 1994, the MYP is designed to support learners in becoming strong
critical thinkers who are ready to take on the demands of the IB DP or IB CP. The MYP:

o Addresses holistically students’ intellectual, social, emotional, and physical well-being

e Provides students opportunities to develop the knowledge, attitudes, and skills they
need in order to manage complexity and take responsible action for the future

e Ensures breadth and depth of understanding through study in eight subject groups

e Requires the study of at least two languages (language of instruction and additional
language of choice) to support students in understanding their own cultures and
those of others

e Empowers students to participate in service within the community

o Helps to prepare students for further education, the workplace, and a lifetime of
learning.

The MYP Curriculum

The MYP consists of eight subject groups: language and literature; language
acquisition; individuals and societies; sciences; mathematics; arts; physical and health
education; and design. Student study is supported by a minimum of 50 hours of
instruction per subject group in each academic year.

The MYP: A unique approach, relevant for a global society

The MYP aims to help students develop their personal understanding, their emerging
sense of self, and responsibility in their community. MYP teachers organize the
curriculum with appropriate attention to:

e Teaching and learning in context. Students learn best when their learning
experiences have context and are connected to their lives and the world that they
have experienced. Using global contexts, MYP students explore human identity,
global challenges, and what it means to be internationally-minded.

e Conceptual understanding. Concepts are big ideas that have relevance within
specific disciplines and across subject areas. MYP students use concepts as a vehicle
to inquire into issues and ideas of personal, local, and global significance and
examine knowledge holistically.

e Approaches to learning (ATL). A unifying thread throughout all MYP subject groups,
approaches to learning provide the foundation for independent learning and
encourage the application of their knowledge and skills in unfamiliar contexts.
Developing and applying these skills help students learn how to learn.



e Service as action. Action (i.e., learning by doing and experiencing) and service have
always been shared values of the IB community. Students take action when they
apply what they are learning in the classroom and beyond. IB learners strive to be
caring members of the community who demonstrate a commitment to service—
making a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment. Service
as action is an integral part of the programme, especially in the MYP community
project.

e Language and identity. MYP students are required to learn at least two languages.
Learning to communicate in a variety of ways is fundamental to their development
of intercultural understanding and crucial to their identity affirmation.




The Foundation of a
Dallas International
School Education

At Dallas International School, our philosophy for a well-rounded global education incorporates
three fundamental pillars:

Academic Ambition
Global Citizenship and Leadership
Community Spirit

Our Mission as a leading international school is:

Our mission as a community is to inspire students
to become multilingual global citizens
who pursue a lifelong journey of discovery and action
where the quest for deep academic knowledge
and an appreciation of world cultures
contribute to the advancement of humanity.

Throughout our educational curricula and everyday activities, we strive to instill our Core Values of:

Respect
Resilience
Responsibility
Empathy
Integrity
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