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An International Education
leading to the [B Diploma:
A Passport to the World

The International Program at Dallas International School prepares middle years students to
compete and thrive in today’s global community, beginning with preparatory work in 5th
through 10th grade and culminating in a prestigious International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma at
the end of 12th grade.

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years Program (MYP) provides a world-class
preparation for high school and beyond. IB students consistently demonstrate the critical
thinking and research skills needed to excel in their studies, and they tend to enroll in the
world’s best institutions. Students enrolled in the MYP are well prepared to handle the rigors
of the IB Diploma Program (DP) courses in 11th and 12th grades.

High-scoring results in IB courses are viewed positively by college admissions
departments. Moreover, the IB Diploma Program is one of the most academically

challenging high school programs in the world, as it encompasses both high-level coursework
and extra projects such as community service.
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IB courses are recognized by nearly all universities, with students receiving college-level
credits from more than 1,600 institutions in the United States. How IB courses translate to
college credits varies from one university to another. Some may provide a certain amount
of college credit for the overall IB Diploma, while others provide subject-specific credits for
high-scoring results in individual courses.

Students that graduate with an IB Diploma from Dallas International School receive an
international education through our multilingual programs, exposure to different cultures
and perspectives through our Global Citizenship and Leadership program, an opportunity to
study abroad through the Global Exchange Program, and international travel on class trips. Our
graduates attend colleges in the United States, Canada, and throughout Europe. They are true
global citizens who are prepared to contribute to the advancement of humanity.

Globally Inspired.
Distinctly Different.
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IB Mission Statement

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring
young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through inter-
cultural understanding and respect. To this end, the organization works with schools,
governments, and international organizations to develop challenging programs of
international education and rigorous assessment. These programs encourage students
across the world to become active, compassionate, and lifelong learners who understand
that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

An International Education
Below are some of the main tenets of our program.

e Afocus on learners: a student-centered program that ¢ Learning within global contexts: increases
promotes healthy relationships, ethical responsibility, understanding of languages and cultures, and
and critical thinking. explores globally significant ideas and issues.

« Effective approaches to teaching and learning: supports ¢ Exploration of significant content: a curriculum that is
students in developing the attitudes and skills they need broad and balanced, conceptual and connected.

for both academic and personal success.




1B Learner Profile

The aim of the IB Diploma Program is to develop internationally-minded people
who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet,
help to create a better and more peaceful world. The IB Learner Profile represents
ten attributes valued by IB World Schools such as DIS. We believe these attributes,
and others like them, can help individuals and groups become responsible
members of local, national, and global communities.




DIS International Baccalaureate Programs at a Glance

Dallas International School has been an authorized IB World School since 2007,
offering students extensive and academically ambitious preparatory courses for
college that cover a wide range of academic subjects—the broadest range of courses
offered at any IB World School in the Dallas Fort Worth metroplex. IB World Schools
share a common philosophy: a commitment to improve the teaching and learning of
a diverse and inclusive community of students by delivering challenging, high quality
programs of international education that share a powerful vision.

The IB Middle Years Program at DIS
Building on its longstanding reputation as

a leading IB World School in north Texas,
Dallas International School is a candidate
school for the IB Middle Years Program
(MYP). The MYP is a challenging framework
that encourages students to make practical
connections between their studies and the
real world. Though the MYP is a five-year
programme starting in middle school,
students are able to join at any point during
the program. The curriculum framework
consists of five required courses from

the eight MYP groups plus one required
elective—either from the arts or physical
and health education—to meet high school
graduation requirements. In addition to
these courses, students must engage in the
core elements of service learning, interdis-
ciplinary studies, and complete a personal
project in 10th grade, ensuring a rigorous,
comprehensive, and balanced international
education. Students who complete the MYP
will be eligible to earn an official IB MYP
Certificate at the end of 10th grade and will
be well-prepared to undertake the IB
Diploma Programme (DP) or the Career-
related Programme (CP) in 11th and 12th
grades. Given the strength of DIS's language
programs, students who qualify will be
eligible to pursue the highly regarded
Bilingual IB Diploma and the Advanced
Bilingual IB Diploma.

The IB Diploma Program at DIS

Since 1968, over two million students in
159 countries have been educated through
the IB Diploma Program (DP), which is well
regarded by all the world's leading
universities. Over nearly two decades of
offering the prestigious DP, Dallas
International School has consistently seen
graduates perform above world averages.
Many graduates enter university as second
year students, as the successful
completion of IB courses can earn college
credits. What's more, IB Diploma

holders signal to universities that they have
completed an ambitious course of studies
and that they are well suited to pursue
rigorous tertiary studies. To earn the IB
Diploma, students must complete courses
from six subject groups and complete three
compulsory core requirements (i.e., theory
of knowledge course; the extended essay;
and creativity, activity, service). Unique
among IB Diploma Programs in our region,
the majority of IB graduates at DIS earn

the 1B Bilingual Diploma, demonstrating
native-level competency in at least two
languages. Moreover, DIS is in a small group
of schools worldwide to offer students
access to the Advanced Bilingual IB
Diploma, which requires native-level
competency in English and French, plus the
completion of academic subjects in both
languages.

The IB Career-related Program at DIS
The IB Career-related Program (CP) at
DIS is a flexible yet rigorous framework of
international education that incorporates
the values of the IB into a unique
programme addressing the needs of
students engaged in career-related
education. It helps students to prepare
for effective participation in life, fostering
attitudes and habits of mind that allow
them to become lifelong learners and to
get involved in learning that develops their
capacity and will to make a positive
difference.

The CP combines highly

regarded and internationally recognized
courses from the IB Diploma Programme
(DP) with a unique CP core and an
approved career-related study. To
complete the IB CP, students must take
three DP courses (i.e., one each from
English, mathematics, and individuals and
societies), complete all CP core compo-
nents (i.e., personal and professional skills;
reflective project; and service learning), and
complete a career-related study. Students
who complete the IB CP go on to higher
education, engage in apprenticeships, or
directly employment with their newfound
professional and personal skills.




Overview of the IB

Middle Years Program

The Middle Years Programme: Preparing students to be successful
in school and to be active, lifelong learners

The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program (MYP) is designed for students
aged 11 to 16. At DIS, the MYP begins in 6th grade and culminates in 10th grade. It
provides a framework of learning that encourages students to become creative,
critical, and reflective thinkers. The MYP emphasizes intellectual challenge,
encouraging students to make connections between their studies in traditional
subjects and the real world. It fosters the development of skills for communication,
intercultural understanding, and global engagement—essential qualities for young
people who are becoming global leaders. It prepares students to meet the academic
challenges of the IB Diploma Programme (DP) and the IB Career-related

Programme (CP).




The IB Middle Years Program

First launched in 1994, the MYP is designed to support learners in becoming strong
critical thinkers who are ready to take on the demands of the IB DP or IB CP. The MYP:

o Addresses holistically students’ intellectual, social, emotional, and physical well-being

e Provides students opportunities to develop the knowledge, attitudes, and skills they
need in order to manage complexity and take responsible action for the future

e Ensures breadth and depth of understanding through study in eight subject groups

e Requires the study of at least two languages (language of instruction and additional
language of choice) to support students in understanding their own cultures and
those of others

e Empowers students to participate in service within the community

o Helps to prepare students for further education, the workplace, and a lifetime of
learning.

The MYP Curriculum

The MYP consists of eight subject groups: language and literature; language
acquisition; individuals and societies; sciences; mathematics; arts; physical and health
education; and design. Student study is supported by a minimum of 50 hours of
instruction per subject group in each academic year.

The MYP: A unique approach, relevant for a global society

The MYP aims to help students develop their personal understanding, their emerging
sense of self, and responsibility in their community. MYP teachers organize the
curriculum with appropriate attention to:

e Teaching and learning in context. Students learn best when their learning
experiences have context and are connected to their lives and the world that they
have experienced. Using global contexts, MYP students explore human identity,
global challenges, and what it means to be internationally-minded.

e Conceptual understanding. Concepts are big ideas that have relevance within
specific disciplines and across subject areas. MYP students use concepts as a vehicle
to inquire into issues and ideas of personal, local, and global significance and
examine knowledge holistically.

e Approaches to learning (ATL). A unifying thread throughout all MYP subject groups,
approaches to learning provide the foundation for independent learning and
encourage the application of their knowledge and skills in unfamiliar contexts.
Developing and applying these skills help students learn how to learn.



e Service as action. Action (i.e., learning by doing and experiencing) and service have
always been shared values of the IB community. Students take action when they
apply what they are learning in the classroom and beyond. IB learners strive to be
caring members of the community who demonstrate a commitment to service—
making a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment. Service
as action is an integral part of the programme, especially in the MYP community
project.

e Language and identity. MYP students are required to learn at least two languages.
Learning to communicate in a variety of ways is fundamental to their development
of intercultural understanding and crucial to their identity affirmation.




MYP Projects

MYP projects provide students the opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned
in the MYP. In 6th through 9th grade at DIS, students must engage in MYP community
projects. In 10th grade at DIS, all students must complete the MYP personal project.

« The community project encourages students to explore their right and responsi-
bility to implement service as action in the community. Students may complete the
community project individually or in small groups.

e Each student in 10th grade develops a personal project independently, producing a
truly personal and creative piece of work that stands as a summative review of their
ability to conduct independent work.

Academic Achievement

Students seeking IB MYP course results or the IB MYP Certificate at the end of 10th
grade must complete end-of-program on-screen examinations, which demonstrate
their achievement of course objectives in language and literature, individuals and
societies, sciences, mathematics, and interdisciplinary learning. On-screen
examinations are formal external assessments.

For other subject groups, students complete an ePortfolio, comprising coursework
that provides a range of time-constrained evidence. The IB carefully defines and
monitors the development and marking of ePortfolios. Award of the IB MYP
Certificate requires the successful completion of an ePortfolio for a course in language
acquisition, and at least one course chosen from Physical and health education, Arts,
or Design. Students may be eligible for an IB MYP Bilingual Certificate of they:
complete two language and literature courses; or a course in any MYP subject group
(other than Language acquisition), or interdisciplinary learning, or the personal
project, in a response language that is not the same as that chosen language and
literature.

MYP eAssessments offer students the opportunity to demonstrate disciplinary and
interdisciplinary understanding, international-mindedness, critical and creative
thinking, problem-solving skills, and the ability to apply knowledge in unfamiliar
situations. On-screen examinations and ePortfolios provide a balanced model of
assessment for schools seeking IB-validated grades.



IB MYP in oth through 8th Grades

Required Courses

Language and Literature

Language Aquisition

Individuals and Societies

Sciences

Mathematics

Physical and Health Education

MYP Core

Student Guidance and Support

Total Hours

English

French
German
Mandarin
Spanish

Integrated Humanities
Integrated Sciences
Mathematics

Visual Arts
Music
Theatre

Physical and Health Education

STEM
Community Project

Advisory

Weekly Blocks

4

2.5

2.5

15

0.5
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[IB MYP in 9th and 10th Grades

The five-year International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program (MYP) begins in
middle school and culminates in high school at the end of 10th grade. In high
school, students enrolled in the MYP are required to take courses in the following
subject groups:

Language and literature Sciences
Language acquisition Mathematics
Individuals and societies

In order to meet DIS high school graduation requirements, students will also be
required to take a course from the Arts as well as Physical and Health Education in 9th
and/or 10th grade. In addition to these required courses, students must engage in the
core elements of service learning in 9th grade and complete the MYP personal project
in 10th grade. Students will also have the possibility to pursue additional electives if
their schedule permits.

The IB MYP Certificate

Students who complete 10th grade in the MYP are eligible to receive IB MYP course
results that report their achievements in the program, including the successful
completion of the personal project and the school's expectations for community
service. IB MYP course results provide official documentation of successful grades that
have been externally validated by the IB. The IB MYP Certificate is the highest standard
of achievement in the program. This certificate requires participation in 10th grade,
though it is recommended that students pursue the certificate after completing at least
both 9th and 10th grades in the MYP.

In 10th grade, each MYP student must develop a personal project independently, which
the IB externally validates. Producing a truly personal and creative piece of work over
an extended period stands as a summative review of each student'’s ability to conduct
independent work. DIS 10th grade students can register for external assessments in all
other elements of the programme. To earn the formal, internationally-recognized IB
MYP Certificate, students must earn IB-validated grades of 3 or higher in: five
on-screen examinations; one ePortfolio from a course of study in language
acquisition; one ePortfolio from a course in physical and health education, arts, or
design; and the personal project. In order to obtain the IB MYP certificate, candidates
must achieve at least 28 total points across the certificate's seven components, and
meet the school's expectations for community service.

The IB MYP Bilingual Certificate

The IB MYP Bilingual Certificate is awarded to candidates who also achieve an
IB-validated grade 3 or higher in: two language and literature courses; or a course in
any MYP subject group (other than Language acquisition), or interdisciplinary learning,
or the personal project, in a response language that is not the same as that chosen
language and literature.

11



O9th Grade

Required Courses

Language and
Literature

Language
Aquisition

(choose two)

Individuals
and Societies

Sciences

Mathematics

Physical and

Health Education

MYP Core

English

French
German
Mandarin

Spanish

Integrated Humanities

Biology
Chemistry

Physics

Mathematics

Physical and
Health Education

Community Project

Service Learning

Advisory

Weekly Blocks

10th Grade

Required Courses

Language and
Literature

Language
Aquisition
(choose two)

Individuals
and Societies

Sciences
(choose two)

Mathematics

Arts
(choose one)

MYP Core

Weekly Blocks

English

French
German
Mandarin

Spanish

Integrated Humanities

Biology
Chemistry

Physics

Mathematics

Visual Arts
Theatre

Music

Personal Project

Service Learning

Student Guidance
and Support

College and 05

Career Counseling Advisory 0.5

Student Guidance
and Support College and 0.5

Total Hours Career Counseling

Elective Courses Weekly Blocks Total Hours 30
P German 2 Elective Courses Weekly Blocks
Acquisition Spanish 2
Language Gel’man 2
Acquisiti
Visual Arts 2 S Spanish 2
Arts Theatre 2 . .
(choose one) Phy5|cal and Phy5|cal and . 2
Music 2 Health Education Health Education
Computer Science 2 . Computer Science 2
Design
STEM 2 STEM 2




[B MYP Course Descriptions

Language is fundamental to learning, thinking, and
communicating, as well as providing an intellectual
framework to support conceptual development. It plays
a central role in developing critical thinking, cultivat-
ing international-mindedness, exploring and sustain-
ing personal development and cultural identity, and
responsibly participating in local, national, and global
communities.

The MYP English language and literature course equips
students with linguistic, analytical, and communicative
skills that help to develop interdisciplinary understand-
ing. Students develop skills in six domains—listening,
speaking, reading, writing, viewing, and presenting—
both independently and with others.

The MYP English language and literature courses
include a balanced study of genres and literary texts,
including a world literature component. Students’ in-
teractions with texts generate moral, social, economic,
political, cultural, and environmental insights. Through
their studies, students learn how to form opinions,
make decisions, and engage in ethical reasoning.

The aims of MYP language and literature are to
encourage and enable students to:
¢ use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity,
reflection, learning, self-expression, analysis, and
social interaction

develop the skills involved in listening, speaking,

reading, writing, viewing, and presenting in a

variety of contexts

¢ develop critical, creative, and personal approaches
to studying and analysing literary and non-literary
texts

¢ engage with text from different historical periods

and a variety of cultures

explore and analyse aspects of personal, host, and

other cultures through literary and non-literary

texts

explore language through a variety of media and

modes

develop a lifelong interest in reading

apply linguistic and literary concepts and skKills in a

variety of authentic contexts.

Each language and literature objective corresponds to
one of four equally weighted assessment criteria. Each
criterion has eight possible achievement levels (1-8),
divided into four bands with unique descriptors that
teachers use to make judgments about students’ work.
These criteria are:

¢ Criterion A: Analyzing

e Criterion B: Organizing

e Criterion C: Producing text

e Criterion D: Using language




Language Acquisition: French, German, Mandarin, Spanish

The ability to communicate in more than one language
is essential to the concept of an international education
that promotes intercultural understanding, and it is
central to the IB's mission. The study of additional lan-
guages in the MYP provides students with the oppor-
tunity to develop insights into the features, processes,
and craft of language and the concept of culture, and to
realize that there are diverse ways of living, behaving,
and viewing the world.

Acquiring an additional language and exploring and
reflecting on the cultural perspectives of our own and
other communities:

¢ are central to developing critical thinking and
international-mindedness

e provide an intellectual framework to support
personal development, cultural identity, and
conceptual understanding

¢ greatly contribute to the holistic development of
students and to the strengthening of lifelong
learning skills

¢ equip students with the necessary multiliteracy
skills and attitudes to communicate successfully in
various global contexts.

The aims of MYP language acquisition are to
encourage and enable students to:

¢ gain proficiency in an additional language while
supporting maintenance of their mother tongue
and cultural heritage

» develop a respect for, and understanding of, diverse
linguistic and cultural heritages

develop the communication skills necessary for

further language learning, and for study, work and

leisure in a range of contexts

¢ develop mutltiliteracy skills through the use of a
range of learning tools

» develop an appreciation of a variety of literary and
non-literary texts and to develop critical and
creative techniques for comprehension and
construction of meaning

¢ recognize and use language as a vehicle of thought,

reflection, self-expression, and learning in other

subjects

understand the nature of language and the process

of language learning

gain insight into the cultural characteristics of the

communities where the language is spoken

e gain an awareness and understanding of the
perspectives of people from their own and other
cultures

¢ develop curiosity, inquiry, and a lifelong interest in,

and enjoyment of, language learning.

Each language acquisition objective corresponds to
one of four equally weighted assessment criteria. Each
criterion has eight possible achievement levels (1-8),
divided into four bands with unique descriptors that
teachers use to make judgments about students’ work.
These criteria are:

e Criterion A: Listening

¢ Criterion B: Reading

¢ Criterion C: Speaking

¢ Criterion D: Writing




Individuals and Societies: Integrated Humanities

The MYP individuals and societies subject group incor-
porates disciplines traditionally studied under human-
ities and social sciences (i.e., world history; geogra-
phy; economics; global politics; philosophy; business
management; sociology; psychology; anthropology).
This subject group encourages learners to respect and
understand the world around them, and equips them
with the necessary skills to inquire into historical,
geographical, political, social, economic, and cultural
factors that affect individuals, societies, and environ-
ments.

The study of individuals and societies helps students
to critically appreciate the diversity of human culture,
attitudes, and beliefs. Courses in this subject group
are important for helping students to recognize that
both content and methodology can be debatable and
controversial, and for practising the tolerance of un-
certainty.

The IB's approach to this subject area includes a strong
focus on inquiry and investigation. Students collect,
describe, and analyze data; test hypotheses; and learn
how to interpret increasingly complex information,
including original source material. This focus on re-
al-world examples, research, and analysis is an essen-
tial aspect of the subject group and relevant to their
lives and be encouraged to apply it to new situations.

The aims of MYP individuals and societies are to

encourage and enable students to:
¢ appreciate human and environmental

commonalities and diversity

understand the interactions and interdependence

of individuals, societies, and the environment

understand how both environmental and human

systems operate and evolve

¢ identify and develop concern for the well-being of
human communities and the natural environment

¢ act as responsible citizens of local and global
communities

¢ develop inquiry skills that lead towards conceptual
understandings of the relationships between
individuals, societies and the environments in
which they live.

Each individuals and societies objective corresponds to
one of four equally weighted assessment criteria. Each
criterion has eight possible achievement levels (1-8),
divided into four bands with unique descriptors that
teachers use to make judgments about students’ work.
These criteria are:

Criterion A: Knowledge and understanding

Criterion B: Investigating

Criterion C: Communicating

Criterion D: Thinking critically

Integrated Sciences

With inquiry at the core, the MYP sciences framework
aims to guide students to independently and collabora-
tively investigate issues through research, observation,
and experimentation. The MYP Integrated Sciences
curriculum explores the connections between the sci-
ences (i.e., biology, chemistry, physics, environmental
sciences, life sciences, physical sciences, earth scienc-
es) and everyday life. As they investigate real examples
of science applications, students discover the tensions
and dependencies between science and morality, eth-
ics, culture, economics, politics, and the environment.

Scientific inquiry fosters critical and creative thinking
about research and design, as well as the identification
of assumptions and alternative explanations. Students
learn to appreciate and respect the ideas of others, gain
good ethical-reasoning skills, and further develop their
sense of responsibility as members of local and global
communities.

The MYP sciences group aims to encourage and enable
students to:
* understand and appreciate science and its
implications
¢ consider science as a human endeavor with
benefits and limitations

cultivate analytical, inquiring, and flexible minds

that pose questions, solve problems, construct

explanations, and judge arguments

¢ develop sKills to design and perform investigations,
evaluate evidence, and reach conclusions

¢ build an awareness of the need to effectively
collaborate and communicate

¢ apply language skills and knowledge in a variety of
real-life contexts

o develop sensitivity towards the living and non-
living environments

o reflect on learning experiences and make informed

choices.

Each sciences objective corresponds to one of four
equally weighted assessment criteria. Each criterion
has eight possible achievement levels (1-8), divided
into four bands with unique descriptors that teachers
use to make judgments about students’ work. These
criteria are:

Criterion A: Knowing and understanding

Criterion B: Inquiring and designing

Criterion C: Processing and evaluating

Criterion D: Reflecting on the impacts of science
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Mathematics

The framework for MYP mathematics outlines four
branches of mathematical study:

1. Numerical and abstract reasoning
2. Thinking with models

3. Spatial reasoning

4. Reasoning with data

The study of mathematics is a fundamental part of a
balanced education. It promotes a powerful universal
language, analytical reasoning, and problem-solving
skills that contribute to the development of logical, ab-
stract, and critical thinking. The MYP mathematics and
extended mathematics courses promote both inquiry
and application, helping students to develop prob-
lem-solving techniques that transcend the discipline
and are useful in the world outside school.

Mathematics in the MYP is tailored to the needs of stu-
dents, seeking to intrigue and motivate them to want
to learn its principles. Students should see authentic
examples of how mathematics is useful and relevant to
their lives and be encouraged to apply it to new situa-
tions.

The aims of MYP mathematics courses are to
encourage and enable students to:
¢ enjoy mathematics, develop curiosity, and begin to
appreciate its elegance and power
¢ develop an understanding of the principles and
nature of mathematics
¢ communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of
contexts

¢ develop logical, critical, and creative thinking

+ develop confidence, perseverance, and indepen-
dence in mathematical thinking and problem-
solving

» develop powers of generalization and abstraction

* apply and transfer skills to a wide range of real-life
situations, other areas of knowledge, and future
developments

¢ appreciate how developments in technology and
mathematics have influenced each other; the moral,
social, and ethical implications arising from the
work of mathematicians and the applications of
mathematics; the international dimension in
mathematics; and the contribution of mathematics
to other areas of knowledge

¢ develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes
necessary to pursue further studies in mathematics

» develop the ability to reflect critically upon their
own work and the work of others.

Each mathematics objective corresponds to one of four
equally weighted assessment criteria. Each criterion
has eight possible achievement levels (1-8), divided
into four bands with unique descriptors that teachers
use to make judgments about students’ work. These
criteria are:

Criterion A: Knowing and understanding

Criterion B: Investigating patterns

Criterion C: Communicating

Criterion D: Applying mathematics in real-life

contexts




Arts: Visual Arts, Music, Theatre

The arts in the MYP seek to stimulate young imagina-
tions, challenge perceptions, and develop creative and
analytical skills. Involvement in the arts encourages
students to understand the arts in context and the
cultural histories of artworks, thus supporting the de-
velopment of an inquiring and empathetic world view.
The arts challenge and enrich personal identity, and
build awareness of the aesthetic in a real-world context.
Through development of the imagination, students can
become more empathetic and compassionate, they can
enrich their cultural lives, and discover new ways to
contribute actively both to their own communities and
to the world.

The MYP arts program at DIS is modular, allowing stu-
dents to undertake a rotation of visual arts, music, and
theatre for a set period of time each. The MYP values
the processes of creating, performing and presenting
artwork, and gives students opportunities to function
as artists and to develop as learners. Students learn to
use the arts to convey feelings, experiences, and ideas
about the world, and in doing so they acquire and
develop techniques and creative skills. They learn the
value of reflection and evaluation as a means of devel-
oping their ideas, their skills, and their work.

The aims of MYP Arts are to encourage and enable
students to:
¢ enjoy lifelong engagement with the arts
¢ explore the arts across time, cultures, and contexts
¢ understand the relationship between art and its
contexts
develop the skills necessary to create and to
perform art
s express ideas creatively
« reflect on their own development as young artists.

Each arts objective corresponds to one of four equally
weighted assessment criteria. Each criterion has eight
possible achievement levels (1-8), divided into four
bands with unique descriptors that teachers use to
make judgments about students’ work. These
criteria are:

Criterion A: Investigating

Criterion B: Developing

Criterion C: Creating or performing

Criterion D: Evaluating

Physical and Health Education

MYP physical and health education aims to empower
students to understand and appreciate the value of
being physically active while developing the motiva-
tion for making healthy and informed life choices. To
this end, physical and health education courses foster
the development of knowledge, skills, and attitudes
contributing to a balanced and healthy lifestyle.

Students engaged in physical and health education will
explore a variety of concepts that help foster an aware-
ness of physical development and health perspectives,
as well as positive social interaction. Physical activity
and health are of central importance to human identity
and global communities, creating meaningful connec-
tions among people, nations, cultures, and the natural
world.

Through physical and health education, students learn
to appreciate and respect the ideas of others, and de-
velop effective collaboration and communication skills.
This subject area also offers many opportunities to
build positive interpersonal relationships that can help
students to develop a sense of social responsibility and
intercultural understanding.

The aims of MYP physical and health education are to
encourage and enable students to:

¢ use inquiry to explore physical and health

education concepts

participate effectively in a variety of contexts

¢ understand the value of physical activity

¢ achieve and maintain a healthy lifestyle

collaborate and communicate effectively

¢ build positive relationships and demonstrate
social responsibility

« reflect on their learning experiences.

Each physical and health education objective
corresponds to one of four equally weighted
assessment criteria. Each criterion has eight possible
achievement levels (1-8), divided into four bands with
unique descriptors that teachers use to make
judgments about students’ work. These criteria are:

Criterion A: Knowing and understanding

Criterion B: Planning for performance

Criterion C: Applying and performing

Criterion D: Reflecting and improving performance
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Design, and the resultant development of new technol-
ogies, has given rise to profound changes in society,
transforming how we access and process information,
adapt our environment, communicate with others,
solve problems, work and live. MYP design challeng-
es students to apply practical and creative-thinking
skills to solve design problems; encourages students to
explore the role of design in historical and contempo-
rary contexts; and raises students’ awareness of their
responsibilities when making design decisions and
taking action.

Inquiry and problem-solving are at the heart of design.
MYP design requires the use of the design cycle as a
tool, which provides: the methodology to structure

the inquiry and analyze problems; the development

of feasible solutions; the creation of solutions; and the
testing and evaluation of the solution. In MYP design, a
solution can be a model, prototype, product, or system
independently created and developed by students.

MYP design enables students to develop not only
practical skills but also strategies for creative and
critical thinking. The aims of MYP design are to
encourage and enable students to:
¢ enjoy the design process, and develop an apprecia-
tion of its elegance and power

¢ develop knowledge, understanding, and skills from
different disciplines to design and create solutions
to problems using the design cycle

¢ use and apply technology effectively as a means
to access, process, and communicate information,
model and create solutions, and to solve problems

¢ develop an appreciation of the impact of design in-

novations for life, global society and environments

appreciate past, present, and emerging design

within cultural, political, social, historical, and

environmental contexts

o develop respect for others’' viewpoints and
appreciate alternative solutions to problems

¢ act with integrity and honesty, and take
responsibility for their own actions developing
effective working practices.

Each design objective corresponds to one of four
equally weighted assessment criteria. Each criterion
has eight possible achievement levels (1-8), divided
into four bands with unique descriptors that teachers
use to make judgments about students’ work. These
criteria are:

Criterion A: Inquiring and analyzing

Criterion B: Developing ideas

Criterion C: Creating the solution

Criterion D: Evaluating

Interdisciplinary Learning

Interdisciplinary learning can take place between dif-
ferent subject groups and between different disciplines
within a subject group to encourage broader perspec-
tives on complex issues and deeper levels of analysis
and synthesis. Interdisciplinary connections must be
meaningful.

In the MYP, interdisciplinary learning is the process
by which students come to understand bodies of
knowledge and modes of thinking from two or more
disciplines and then integrate them to create a new
understanding. Students demonstrate this by bringing
together concepts, methods or forms of communica-
tion to explain a phenomenon, solve a problem, create
a product, or raise a new question in ways that would
have been unlikely through a single discipline.

Teachers will engage students in at least one collabora-
tively planned interdisciplinary unit in each year of the
MYP in order to integrate knowledge and skills from
two or more subject groups in an interdisciplinary
manner.

The aims of interdisciplinary learning in the MYP are
encourage students to:
¢ develop, analyze, and synthesize knowledge from
different disciplines to generate deeper
understanding
» explore (and integrate) different and diverse
perspectives through inquiry
 reflect on the unique ways interdisciplinary
learning allows us to communicate and act.

Each interdisciplinary learning objective corresponds
to one of three equally weighted assessment criteria.
Each criterion has eight possible achievement levels
(1-8), divided into four bands with unique descriptors
that teachers use to make judgments about students’
work. These criteria are:

Criterion A: Evaluating

Criterion B: Synthesizing

Criterion C: Reflecting



MYP Core

Service Learning

Action and service have always been shared values of
the IB community. Students take action when they
apply what they are learning in the classroom and
beyond. IB learners strive to be caring members of the
community who demonstrate a commitment to ser-
vice—making a positive difference to the lives of others
and to the environment.

Community Project

MYP projects encourage students to reflect on their
learning and the outcomes of their work—key skills that
prepare them for success in further study, the work-
place, and the community. The community project
provides an important opportunity for students to col-
laborate and pursue service learning. MYP projects are
student-centred and age-appropriate, and they enable
students to engage in practical explorations through a
cycle of inquiry, action, and reflection.

The aims of the MYP Community project is to
encourage and enable students to:
¢ participate in a sustained, self-directed inquiry
within a global context
¢ generate creative new insights and develop deeper
understandings through in-depth investigation
* demonstrate the skills, attitudes, and knowledge
required to complete a project over an extended
period of time

¢ communicate effectively in a variety of situations

+ demonstrate responsible action through, or as a
result of, learning

¢ appreciate the process of learning and take pride in
their accomplishments.

The MYP Community project involves students in a
wide range of activities to extend their knowledge and
understanding and to develop their skills and attitudes.
These student-planned learning activities include:
¢ deciding what they want to learn about, identifying
what they already know, and discovering what they
will need to know to complete the project
e creating proposals or criteria for their project,
planning their time and materials, and recording
developments of the project
» making decisions; developing understandings and
solving problems; communicating with their super-
visor and others; creating a product or developing
an outcome; evaluating the product/outcome; and
reflecting on their project and their learning.

As students become involved in the self-initiated and
self-directed learning process, they will find it easier
to construct in-depth knowledge on their topic, and
develop an understanding of themselves as learners.




General Grade Descriptors

In MYP subjects groups, objectives align with four equally weighted assessment
criteria. Student performance is summarized by general grade descriptors that explain
overall work quality, conceptual understanding, thinking skills, and transfer of
learning. The IB maps the attributes of students’ work to the grade descriptors in order
to determine subject-specific grade boundaries for each assessment session. Final
student achievement for each subject is reported on a seven-point scale.

1. Very poor. Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant
misunderstandings or lacks understanding of most concepts and skills. Very
rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Very inflexible, rarely using
knowledge or skKills.

2. Poor. Produces work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or
significant gaps in understanding for many concepts and contexts. Infrequent-
ly demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally inflexible in the use of
knowledge and skills, infrequently applying knowledge and skills.

3. Mediocre. Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic
understanding of many concepts and contexts, with occasionally significant
misunderstandings or gaps. Begins to demonstrate some basic critical and
creative thinking. Is often inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, requiring
support even in familiar classroom situations.

4. Satisfactory. Produces good quality work. Communicates basic understanding of
most concepts and contexts with few misunderstandings and minor gaps. Often
demonstrates basic critical and creative thinking. Uses knowledge and sKkills with
some flexibility in familiar classroom situations, but requires support in
unfamiliar situations.

5. Good. Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure understand-
ing of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, some-
times with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar classroom and
real-world situations, and, with support, some unfamiliar real-world situations.

6. Very good. Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Communicates
extensive understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and
creative thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in
familiar and unfamiliar classroom and real-world situations, often with
independence.

7. Excellent. Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates
comprehensive, nuanced understanding of concepts and contexts. Consistently
demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative thinking. Frequently transfers
knowledge and skills with independence and expertise in a variety of complex
classroom and real-world situations.

Preparation for Further Study

MYP course results and the IB MYP Certificate report student ability and achievement,
which helps to demonstrate their preparation for further study. Research studies
provide evidence that MYP students have a strong foundation to undertake the IB
Diploma Programme (DP) or Career-related Programme (CP).



The Foundation of a
Dallas International
School Education

At Dallas International School, our philosophy for a well-rounded global education incorporates
three fundamental pillars:

Academic Ambition
Global Citizenship and Leadership
Community Spirit

Our Mission as a leading international school is:

Our mission as a community is to inspire students
to become multilingual global citizens
who pursue a lifelong journey of discovery and action
where the quest for deep academic knowledge
and an appreciation of world cultures
contribute to the advancement of humanity.

Throughout our educational curricula and everyday activities, we strive to instill our Core Values of:

Respect
Resilience
Responsibility
Empathy
Integrity
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