
 

Secondary School Heads-Up - 10/31/25 

Dear Secondary School Community,

With the silent disco and boum last week and our Halloween trunk or treat this week, students have

been having so much fun here at Waterview (while still working hard, of course)!



Halloween Festivities at Waterview

Today proved to be a great day of Halloween festivities at our Waterview Campus with our annual

Halloween trunk or treat and fashion show. Students gathered to “trunk or treat” at the various cars

parked for this event. The fun also included a fashion show for students and staff to show off their

costumes on the red carpet. It was a wonderful time of community spirit to end the month of

October. Thanks to everyone who volunteered their time for these events!

DIS Varsity Soccer Advances to TAPPS State Semifinals



Congratulations to our varsity soccer team for advancing to the TAPPS State Semifinals after

earning a 2–0 victory over Longview Christian School in the TAPPS Regional Playoffs. The State

competition will be held at the Round Rock Multi-Purpose Complex with the semifinal game to be

held on Monday, November 3 at 2:30pm.

A win here would send our Tigres to the State Championships on the following day at 10:00am.

Please join us in congratulating our players and coaches for their incredible effort and teamwork

this season. Let’s continue to show our support and cheer our Tigres to victory!

Connection Update

Regarding the Connection block, 9:25-10:00am is used for advisory on Monday, Wednesday and

Friday, and for clubs on Tuesday and Thursday. We are enjoying having all of our student gatherings

and assemblies during advisory time. The mental health talks coming up in early November (with the

Grant Halliburton Foundation) are also scheduled during this time. These moments of Connection

are a vital part of our program as we educate our students beyond the classroom.

DIS Theater Prepares Annie

Casting for our theater production of Annie is complete, and rehearsals begin next week. DIS is full

of amazing talent and Ms. Francis can’t wait for you to see it on a professional stage. Please save the

date for Thursday, March 12, 2026, at 7:00pm. In addition, we are also looking for parent/guardian

volunteers to help with set building and design, costumes, props and help backstage during the

performance. If you have carpentry experience, sewing experience, painting experience, or if you

can just color inside the lines, know how to hold a paintbrush and have a bit of enthusiasm and

imagination, please send an email to efrancis@dallasinternationalschool.org and join the fun!

The Odyssey: A Challenge for Students

6th graders received the chance to handle a Greek bronze helmet earlier this week (of the exact

same type in which Odysseus is often depicted). The helmet comes with a question: On which

version of Odysseus would this helmet belong? As we’ve been learning, The Odyssey evolved a great

deal as a document from the Bronze Age origins of its characters and places to the Classical text that

eventually emerged. As a result, students have been challenged to find in which version of The

Odyssey they would likely see this type of helmet.

DIS Welcomes 13 Teachers for AEFE Training

This week, DIS proudly hosted 13 teachers from other schools in the AEFE's North American zone for

training on Civic Education (EMC) in the French program. This was facilitated by Mr. Morgan Loton

from Collège Stanislas in Montréal. We believe that continuous professional development for our

staff and faculty is essential and we are grateful for our partnership with the AEFE.

Food Committee Update

The Food Committee met again this month to share community feedback with Sage Dining. We

discussed more vegetarian options and Chef Tim is mindful of making sure everyone in our student

body has something nutritious and delicious. He will be awarding house points to students who
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make the most nutritious choices. Please remember to consult the Touch of Sage app to view the

menu for each day. A huge thank you to Chef Tim and María Hernández for their time.

After-School Support Reminder

After-school support is available in the following subjects from 3:35-4:35pm on the days indicated

below. For more information, please do not hesitate to reach out to the teacher listed.

English - Tuesdays - Jonathan Sload (304)

Spanish - Tuesdays - Viviana Calles (411)

French Math - Tuesdays - Sidoine Nantcho (310)

Mandarin - Wednesdays - Mei-Hong Wu (208)

French Math - Wednesdays - Sidoine Nantcho (310)

German - Thursdays - Renate Hatt (412)

French - Thursdays - Florian Martinez (321)

Thanksgiving Break Mini Camps

Ranging from cooking and music to languages and chess, this Thanksgiving break's DIS mini camps

offer something for everyone from ages 3-13. Our camps are available to all, so bring your

friends. Learn more and sign up here!

Coming Up: CM1 to CM2 Waterview Campus Visit

Saturday, November 1, 9:30am

We can’t wait to welcome our incoming 5th grade students to our Waterview Campus on Saturday,

November 1. Our staff and faculty are planning a full morning with student-led tours of the campus

where students can meet some of the people who will be part of their daily routine next year. We

hope all our 4th-grade families can join us for this important moment.

Coming Up: Parent Teacher Conferences

Friday, November 7

Parent-Teacher Conferences are coming up fast. The end of the first quarter is October 31, so all

midterm grades should be available on MyDIS then. Ms. Afopa will let you know when progress

reports are released on MyDIS and your Grade Level Coordinators will be meeting with teams to
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make students are doing their best. Please keep an eye out for the sign up which will be sent in the

coming days.

Coming Up: All About High School

Wednesday, November 12, 6:00pm

Please join us for an important evening all about the DIS High School Experience for all our Middle

School families. We invite you to explore the three pillars of our school - Academic Ambition, Global

Citizenship and Leadership, and Community Spirit, and learn all about what lies ahead in High

School. From the rigorous academic programs, Global Exchange Program, Career Observation Week,

senior events, college counseling and so much more; we have plenty to share with you. We hope

you’ll be able to make it on November 12.

Coming Up: International University Fair

Thursday, November 13, 6:00pm

We are thrilled that DIS has been selected as the DFW host site for an international university fair

featuring representatives from 30+ universities from around the world, including United Kingdom,

Scotland, Italy, Ireland, Australia and beyond. 

The evening will begin with a short presentation introducing different global higher education

systems, followed by a traditional college fair where students and families can meet directly with

university representatives. Mark your calendars for this unique opportunity to explore international

study options and connect with institutions from across the globe right here at DIS. Please click

here to register!

Wishing you all a safe Halloween night and a wonderful weekend!

Warm regards,

Patty
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On the Horizon

Saturday, November 1, 2025, 9:30am - CM1/4th Grade Visit to Waterview Campus

Friday, November 7, 2025 - Parent-Teacher Conferences, NO SCHOOL

Monday - Friday, November 10 - 14, 2025 - Mental Health Awareness Week

Tuesday, November 11, 2025, 6:00pm - Waterview Campus Open House

Wednesday, November 12, 2025, 6:00pm - DIS High School Presentation for 5th

Grade/Middle School Families

Thursday, November 13, 2025, 6:00pm - International University Fair hosted by AIRR-NA

Friday, November 14, 2025, 11:30am - Aviation Field Trip to the CR Smith Museum 

Monday, November 17, 2025, 6:00pm - Understanding the Teen Brain - Parent Virtual Talk

by the Grant Halliburton Foundation

Wednesday, November 19, 2025, 6:00pm - Honor Societies Induction Ceremony

Friday, November 21, 2025, 12:00pm - Sage Dining Thanksgiving Luncheon

Monday - Friday, November 24 - 28, 2025 - Thanksgiving Break and Camp - NO SCHOOL
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