
 

Secondary School Heads-Up - 11/21/25 

Dear Secondary School Community,

As Thanksgiving break approaches, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all of you for the

role each one of you plays in our students’ journey here at DIS. Community is in the first line of our

mission for good reason, and I genuinely appreciate all of you. Here’s what’s been going on this

week.

Honor Societies Induction Ceremony

The Honor Societies inducted their new members during a special ceremony this week. Each honor

society had a chance to introduce its new members, make a short speech and administer the oath

(which allows inductees to join the ranks of students all over the US). New members joined the

following: Chinese Honor Society, English Honor Society, French Honor Society, German Honor

Society, Spanish Honor Society, Math Honor Society and National Honor Society. Thank you to all the

families who attended, and special thanks to Mme Payot for organizing this event.



Native American Heritage Month Assembly

Waterview students recently attended a special assembly to celebrate Native American Heritage

Month. Mr. Carl Green, a community member from the Lenape tribe, spoke with students about the

impact the local Native American community has had on our society. He also performed a live

demonstration of a song that the Lenape tribe recognizes as one of their founding anthems. Mr.

Green noted that our DIS students were some of the most engaged, enthusiastic and inquisitive

students he has spoken with in the Dallas area.



Learning, Reflection and Becoming Witnesses of History

DIS 9th graders returned home this week from the remembrance field trip where students

experienced an immersive exploration of European history. Throughout the trip, students visited

some of the most significant sites linked to the Holocaust and World War II. These days were marked

by powerful experiences, deep reflection and growing awareness.

During the second half of their trip, students visited Auschwitz I and Auschwitz II–Birkenau, where

they explored these historic sites with exemplary respect and attentiveness. Visiting these locations

helped them understand the reality of the Nazi concentration and extermination system. Later that

day, students took time to write, share and express their emotions together. The following day,

students walked through the former Krakow ghetto and stopped at Ghetto Heroes Square before

visiting the Oskar Schindler Factory Museum. This immersive museum offered a powerful look at life

in Krakow under German occupation and the story of Oskar Schindler.

A huge thank you to Mr. Dhia Ben Marzoug for making this experience possible for our 9th graders

and also to Mr. Mathieu Stenuit and Ms. Flavie Delavergne for accompanying them. And let’s not

forget our trip coordinators, Ms. Juana Perez and Ms. Sandra Payot. 

Leadership Edge Club

The Leadership Edge Club recently welcomed Steve Miff, CEO of an AI healthcare company, for an

inspiring discussion on leadership and career development. Mr. Miff, who was born in Romania and

earned his PhD in Biomedical Engineering from Northwestern University, shared his non-linear

career journey and offered practical wisdom for students navigating their own paths.

Drawing from his work building AI models that help physicians at Parkland’s emergency department

prioritize patient care, Mr. Miff stressed two critical skills for the future: critical reasoning and AI

literacy. “Critical reasoning across everything is going to differentiate you and make you more

effective,” he told students. He then explained that while AI will make information easier to access,

humans must learn to evaluate and apply that information wisely.

Learning Walks

This week, I spent a couple of hours just popping into various classes to see our amazing teachers

and students in action. These learning walks give me a snapshot of what is actually going on in the

classrooms, and I am always impressed with our teachers' dedication, passion and caring. The

department heads are also fundamentally important in supporting the teachers in their

departments, and I am grateful to work with such an excellent team.

School Council

All week, we have also been holding preliminary meetings with the representatives of various

constituents of our school. We appreciate the feedback and discussions, and we are glad this forum

exists to give everyone in our school a voice. The school council meeting this week was held on

Thursday evening, and we would like to thank all the representatives for their time and energy. The

minutes will be posted on the website as soon as they have been approved.



Thanksgiving Luncheon

Today, Sage Dining Services treated us to a Thanksgiving feast. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the

delicious food, and we appreciated the special effort to celebrate this important time of gratitude. A

special thanks to our Sage team. We appreciate the wonderful work you do all year long!

Coming Up: DIS Science Fair

Thursday, December 4, 1:30pm

This year's DIS Science Fair will take place on Thursday, December 4. We can’t wait to see the

creativity and scientific curiosity of our young innovators in action. Following the Science Fair, 5th

and 6th-grade students will team up to build a collective water-cleaning system that brings together

the most effective techniques. They will also produce a short video which will be submitted in March

2026 to the Défi Techno Science organized by the AEFE. 

Coming Up: DIS Spelling Bee Finals

Monday, December 15, 3:40pm

Students in grades 5-8 MYP and FB took part in the final classroom spelling bees on Thursday and

Friday of this week. Please congratulate our classroom spelling bee winners: 5A Muriel Redmond, 5B

Corey Evans, 5MYP Siddanth Kodem, 6A Andrea Garza, 6B Sophia Eltahhan, 7A/MYP Tory Ortiz, 7B

Audrey Du, 8A/MYP Madeleine Leonard, and 8B Vivienne Diodato.

These students will participate in the DIS Spelling Bee Finals on Monday, December 15, at 3:40pm in

Room 305. Parents, students and friends can watch this competition at this Google Meet Link:

http://meet.google.com/rnt-danv-jgb. A full 450-word study list will be sent to parents for

students to prepare for this bee. The winner and runner-up to this competition will move on to

district, state and possibly the National Spelling Bee. For more information, please contact Ms. Jill

Freeman.

Enjoy the break and eat lots of good food with the people you love. I am really looking forward to

having both of my sons back in town. To those traveling, be safe, and to those staying home, enjoy

the change of pace. We’ll see you on Monday, December 1!

Warm regards,

Patty

On the Horizon

Monday - Friday, November 24 - 28, 2025 - Thanksgiving Break and Camp - NO SCHOOL

Wednesday - Friday, December 3 - 5, 2025 - International Book Fair, Waterview Campus

Thursday, December 4, 2025, 1:30pm - Science Fair at Waterview

Wednesday, December 10, 2025, 6:00pm - DELF Ceremony

Monday, December 15, 2025, 2:25pm - 5th Grade Holiday Party

Monday, December 15, 2025, 3:40pm - DIS Spelling Bee Finals

http://meet.google.com/rnt-danv-jgb


Wednesday, December 17, 2025, 9:00am - Alumni Day

Friday, December 19, 2025 - Sunday, January 4, 2026 - Holiday Break - NO SCHOOL

Monday, January 5, 2026 - In-Service Day - NO SCHOOL

Wednesday, January 7, 2026, 6:00pm - Conversation with the Head of Secondary

Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 6:00pm - Rising 11th Grade Course Selection Meetings

(Both Programs)

Monday, January 19, 2026 - Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day - NO SCHOOL
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